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LAY By CRANT AFIENT Borms

the Diamond Links

HE SCHEMES OF COLONE
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W¥nows Ametin will not be sdrpeised to)yawned; L lstoned and wos rude; 1lyour dinmond steave lnks? Mrs, Brabigon looked dolighted, *un, | breyl Oh, denr no, Poor, deat old: Unole . Dalx Mandas M -

Taufn tHAE wo dld ks g trip to Switz= | tonped to listen at all; but stil 'hef “They're MR L Amalta mell them: to, i, Dick. ahe orle: | Audreys © Why, tha AREI[TE ol soul |1 teieg & or Ml AR IR BRI A B

erland accordingly,  Nouady can (FVE | droned on with It 1 fell asleep on thet lobeeryed Inenutiously, (A most unwisa | Yand buy mé a brooch with the nwuryi liagn't a petiny Lo blosa lilmsull with,

Eir Charles, except his wife,  And no-|steamer one day, and woke up in teniadmission Jf she desived to buy them,) A palr of teimon 1inkas would do: for | eXcept his penslon, [e's i retived post
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' outeet, | tho yield of platinwm per ten was cers yton L Lol Kie  stoneg! “It'a quite A lo ' 18 wis a chirming woman, 1 upon then i ory unguaplpio 8 peopln
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Walves In due time plenkantly quartered|m of them, ental o paste, My gtoat-grunctathes) @ iNo, Tess; darling ~he answered, (anvthing for the world fto nnney him, them ahout the (lamonds et sucli & |of the Hank of Iranco, ho' gurits
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Tenhel, Wa hiad nice big rooms on the |lnnds about her, 1 eablid her “Wiite (ed out, fwhen they came to e ‘exame | tiioin wat awJinka In order that [might | Hels healtating now, Would ratier lkn unwolcome: © At Lucerns railway atation Amel]
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D e, et nl) tamiliar | bazon,” Sir Clinrles sald to me onedny, slnee the elege, us a sort of valucless | hrows as It he would devour him Hiw, : liy, SHpise oub DOV gems Ilke those, worth waveral hun=|mured, il Charies his seen  them.:
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miscelluncous people showed & BUFE=lorrared to row us tn u boat on the lake the Indian palace, A “Sir* ‘he sald, gaozlhg ncross at him | “Wphera!l Charles,” she erled, handing |{ wis o quektion of afection, T paw|lhot—sha's rend of it In a " look.
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ving ohiects of Christlan

L i e ] i ’ : ; rld telegram to say that Dick's favors
biislness in life, as |0 next presentationes, quite and noboedy ever sees them  withoul|that he way a harmless lunatle, who ita slater 18 dangerously {11 of rnver‘ I

acy: enoupgh asking, as youn do, to examine them|went about the world with successive Parls, I wanted to shake handa wicl | cter! ta Charles to_examine. Har doubt was

v o it Is eountry e
b nd secretary, to|conient in I i aro: il elogely. They decelva even experts .at)conoessions f by mines and pletl-
d i thanks the excellent in-|to live upon, and needs no more: und FAAA S f Y s tor. ruby. i you before wae left—you have nil been| o looked at me and laughed. ‘*Wij | contaglous, I half feared myself |
wostments, and to throw Judlelous cold E?Lﬂ wite hamaittle miveryglittioamens tirat aButitheyiare pastey all the samey(numereataiibacauss haihad ibapnirnined g0 sweet to us—but we go by the nothing convines you?' hg eried.  ““Phey | might break out Into a deap monosyl:

on the alifects of charity.

Fven 1 myself, as the great man's
almoner, am very mueh sought nflhr.'
Peolpe casunlly alinde befora me tn
artless starfes of "poor-curates in Cupm-
berlund, you know, Mr. Wentworth."
or widows [n Cornwall, penniless poots,
with eplos in their desks, and young
paintere who need hut the breath of o
open 1o them the doors of an
wepdemy, 1 =mile and look |
le T administor cold water 1:1[
minute dos bhut I never report one
of these o© to Blr Charles, except
in the rare or almost unheard-of event
where I think there s really some-
thing In them.

Ever slnee our little adventure with
tho Seer oat: Nice, Sir Charles, wha I=
constitutionally cautious,  had  been
evan more careful than usual cteut
possihle  shoarpers, And, as  ehante
would Liave it, there sat just opposiie
us at table d-hote at the Schweltzerhof
—'tis a fad of Amelia’s 1o dine ail table
d'hnte; =he says she can't hear to be
Lioxed up all day In private vonms with
“too much family'"—n ginister-looking
man with dark hair and e comn-
s=picuous by his  bushy, overhanging
evelirows, My attention  was  first
called to the eyvehrows ln question by
o aifee llttle parson who sat at our
=ide, and who obeerved that they werp
made up of certain large and bristly
which (he told us) had been
by Darwin to our monkey an-

Very pleasant little  fellow,
-faced i parson, on hils
n nlea wee wife,
s8le. with a charm-

T asked him about hls poor to- unmitignted Orlental paste, for allland driven mad by epeculations In the | ji nine” train; absurdly carly, @nd I lave been oxamined and tosted by halc|lable Interfection, losing hig temperin

? ' - haste, as he often does when things

go wrong, Bub  ha lookeéd  at them

\ wt!th & gmile, while' I told him the
rice,

p"Elght hundred vpounds less ‘than

thelr value," he answered, well eatis

fied, :

“¥ai have no doubt of their real-
Ity 7 askod.

“Not the slightest” he replled, gaz-
ing ot them. “'"They are = genuins
stones, precigely Lha/ same In quallty
and type as Amelld's necklet.”

Amella drew o pigh of relief, “I'll go
upstairs,” she sald slowly, “and bring
down my own for you botlh to com-
pare with them."

One minute Inter she rushed down
ngaln, breathless, Amelin s far from
-ﬁm and I never before Knew hor ex-
art herself mo actively.

‘Charles, Charleal” sho gried, “do you
know what dreadful tifing has happon-
ed? Two of my own siones are gone.
Ha's atolen o eouple of diamonds from
my necklet and sold them back to me.”

She held out the riviere. It waa all
too triue. Two gems wera missing—and
thess two Just fAtt:d tha omntly Hlaces!

A llght broke In upo nme, clapped
my hand to my head, "By Jove! T ox-
claimed, "the little cuinte js—Colonel
Clayi”

Charlos elapped his own Tand to his
hrow in turn.  "“And Jessle,”| he eried
SWhite Henther'—that Innocent little
Seotch woman! I often detected a fn-
millar ring In her volee, in =plte of Lha
charming Highlang accent. Jessle 1s—
Madame Pleardet!™

We had absolutely no evidence; hut
likke the commissary at Niee, we felt
{nstinctively esure of It.  Sir Charles
way ditermined to catch the rogus.
This sccond deceptlon put Nlm on lis
metile.

“The worst of the man Is" he #=ald
“"“he has o methnd. He deesn't go oul
of his waoy to chont usi he makes us
g0 out of ours to he rated. He lays
a trap and wp timb headlorg Ints
it.  To-morrow, sSey, wo must follow
hin on to Parjs"”

Amella explained (o him what Mrs
U'Higan hed sald. Charies took It all
in at once with his usual sagacity
“Thut explains'’ ha eold, ¥ i |
rasen]l ased thly particular trick te l
draw uz on by. If we had suspicted
him he could hive shown the dla-
monds were Teal angd so eacaped detec-
tion, It was a blind to draw us of

& bonnie Scoteh
Ing nccent.

I looked at the evebrows close:
Then a sudden thoughit struck mw.
Do you belleve the his own?" I
a=ked of tl e they only
#Luck on— 3 They
reaily almogt

“You don't
Ean. and echecked

“Yeg, I do,”
Then, I 11
lanked
the

boe-

|
i

el |

Joingd on me long

ing: of our palnful

™ to Amelia: he wns nfrald

rd of it _he would hear of it

nftor, |
Seer? the little pll!‘!il'lll,|ﬂ—|

parsnrieal nuni ne Ly,

the man with the overhang-

'8 il ioquecr  sort of

rLE Gl eds riance was {Ixed upon |

i II hardly knew what to un.q\\v‘.f‘. | from ﬂ;e mc"] of tha rf;h':);ry-“ ::.F :::J.:

“OH, n at Nice with ta Foarls 1o be out o C W '
us st oy out, ti the digcovery woas made, and to get a
hird ok unconcerned, clear dayfe Elart of Ls What g non:
{ll-‘_\' ik :-.thlnu:. thot's all'  And 1 summate roguel“Anditosdo mo TS
urned the gublect, | running!"

But the curate, ke a  donkey, | “um:{F did he get nt my jewcl case,

turn [t
e that?' he In-
[ was really

though™' Amelln exclalm-d.
,*Thal's the question Charles an-
swered, “You do leave It about sol

wounldin't let me
“Had he o
nuired in ar

angry. |1 Janel Cliv, Tine o ¢ 1] steal the whole
Qurgte. w usly giving him. ihe ml’krél :rthgngéd:nldhgt-n the gema?’ I

a L1
cue making 1t much more difault
Tor us to cateh him, now we migh
possibly have Hghted on the chintics o
doing 1.
~UNo,'he hadolt? 2
Hit wos i pansg on. But this
Is not the man. s milktnken, no
doubt And I nudged Wim g
The little o ¢ wig Lop in
for anything, h, I see” he
nedding hard and Joeking wlise,
ha turned 1o his wifo and mode
vious face, which the man

! .

I“E'[I'!)r:‘:'unn!ng." Charles replied, “This
wag much better buslpess, It Isn't
easy to dlspose of & blg thing ke that.
In the first place, the stones are largs
and valuable; in the second plate, they
are well known—every dealer has heard
of the vandrift rivlere ond seen ple= {
tures of the shape of them. ']"‘hey ra i
marked gemas, so o speak. No, ha -

plaved a betfer game—took a couple |
| 5f them off apd offered them (o the

1
¢

ered lestlhe

e
e oh-
th tha

sebrows couldn't fail to not i n earth who was likely
w.i"]“'”““:”“ i POt ‘1‘.] l'." ‘”;"l"” !?:]%upurt’t?;uo without®suspiclon,  He yo
olng on A few nlaoc arthor dinwn | s very 1
the tuble r—'|11'1-1l'ul up to us _“m! Alvieried IE:l’&g.ilfgei,J‘,ie'.mlen?in‘}‘:swn?;];eul"lsht Lo |
Aitenton tor & moment CUHIC Cisical | ik, Detoreiiand, and dhen he siole |
o A T R pr i | the stones und siipped them Into Lll\é-f:r {
for I could see Amelln  wad  bolllng places, It's a wonderfully c‘""ﬁf oy i
aver with curiosity by thiz time. | Upon my soul, I almost admire !
After dinner, In" the hilllard-room, fellow!! |
Yok var it vowith the | For Charles was a business man him-

self, and can appreclute business ca-

4 others, :
pulli!:‘\::r ti':rrl.}lonal Clay came to know about
that necklet und to wppropriate two of
the stones, Wwo only dlscovered much
later. I will not here antlclpata that
disclosure. One thing at a tlme la a
good rule in llfa, For the moment he
succeeded In bafing us altogether.

Howover, we followed him on to
Parls,  telegraphing beforshand to the
Bank - of Franca to stop the notes. It
wits all In vain, They had been cashed
within half an hour of my paylng them, §

| The curate and his wife, we found,

a0 Helelth T it qultted the Hotel des Deux Mondes for
1ed Lo ilr_.\-{_'llu{rl this !mrluml:'.o.mt ) : pm-d;a unk_no-\.{rn &?‘u% Tumel é‘fﬁﬁmﬁfé;
£ el e o . And, ‘as-usunl W olone g

It was #ad to see  thousands  of = v, alied  into space, leaving no clue
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